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Artificial speech device gives cancer survivor new hope

By Sara Michael
Examiner Staff Writer

With his wife’s seemingly end-
less stream of cheery chatter, it’s a
wonder Gilbert Gray can ever get
a word in edgewise.

But now with the click of a few
key strokes, he can at least try.

“It was like seeing a flower
bloom,” Joan Gray said of her hus-
band as he typed feverishly on a
compact keyboard, waiting to hit
the “speak” key on his new artificial
speech device.

Gray, 58, a retired Army staff
sergeant, had his larynx and tongue
removed after a painful bout of
throat cancer and 40 chemother-
apy and radiation treatments.

For more than two years, the
once talkative man who managed
a Ford dealership after 20 years
in the military was left without
speech, taste or smell.

He was resigned to scribbling
notes on paper — always a step
behind in the conversation — and
his wife wound up filling the empty
air with her own words. He would
leave the room during family din-
ners, relying on a feeding tube for
his meals.

Gilbert Gray retreated, becoming
increasingly depressed and isolated.
His wife started turning down invita-
tions and eventually people stopped

asking. He could see the effect he
was having on his family and was
close to leaving them.

“I was about at the end of my
rope,” Gilbert Gray, grinning
broadly, said in the stoic digitized
voice projected from his artificial
speech generator.

Last April, Gilbert Gray’s doctor
referred him to case managers at
Johns Hopkins’ US Family Health
Plan, a Defense Department-spon-
sored insurance program that
covers active-duty and retired
military and their families.

“It was clear he was frustrated
and very depressed,” said nurse
and case manager Kay Concha.

After much searching, Concha
came across an assisted speech
device often used by patients with
cerebral palsy. The roughly $4,000
machine, called a DynaWrite, was
covered by the Grays’ insurance.

Primary care doctors might not
know about the device since it’s
only been used for cerebral palsy
patients. But interested patients
can reach out to the United Cere-
bral Palsy organization, said Pat
Davis, a spokeswoman for the Hop-
kins’ US Family Health Plan.

Gilbert Gray took to the machine
immediately and today can almost
keep up with his wife.

“You can’t understand just
what it means to say ‘hi’ to your

neighbor,” Gray said through the
machine.

“You feel like you can partici-
pate.”

He can talk on the phone, help
his granddaughter with her home-
work, and for the first time in years
last Saturday, Gilbert Gray watched
the Ravens game with his brother-
in-law and friends.

Now, Gray wants others to know
this device isn’t just for people with
cerebral palsy.

“We need to get thousands if
people with this situation the same
opportunity,” Gilbert Gray said,
tapping his machine and giving a
thumbs up.

“I look forward to living.”
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Gilbert Gray, 58, had his larynx and
tongue removed to treat throat cancer.
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® Qutdoor & In-Home®
Solutions

® Dogs & Cats

® Pet Doors With Expert
Installation

Give your best friend the gift of safety
and freedom, while making your
life a whole lot easier and worry-free.

All at a fraction of the cost of traditional fencing.
Call Today for your FREE Demonstration and Estimate.

Invisible Fence Brand of Baltimore
Baltimore/Harford/Cecil County

410.252.0000

www.InvisibleFence.com
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Invest in Their
Now through

you open:

We will match up to $25 of your initial deposit when

v~ A new savings account for a special child in your life
(18 yrs. & under)*

or

A savings and checking account for your college
student, newlywed or yourself*
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FREE membership to everyone who lives or works
in Harford or Cecil County.

For more information, visit any one of our 9

convenient locations or call 410-272-4000.
Apply 24/7 at www.APGFCU.com.

APG / Aberdeen / Edgewood / Elkton / Forest Hill / Havre de Grace / 3 in Bel Air

* $5 minimum to open savings account for all members. For new members, 19+ age, match up to

®

$25 will be deposited into checking account. Matching deposit will be credited to your account at
account opening and must stay in for 90 days. We may report to the IRS the value of any cash
bonus and any applicable taxes are the responsibility of the recipient.
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